
We have so many things for which to rejoice 

in the Lord and be thankful for as we see the 

hand of God in our midst.  Let me mention 

just a few: 

Our Bethesda Team:  I love to brag on our 

team.  Each one is what the world would 

call, “over-worked and under-paid.”  They 

work many hours and make great sacrifices 

as they minister at Bethesda.  Some have 

given up good employment, and some have 

left family and possessions as well, but you 

don’t hear any of them complain; they con-

tinue to persevere with a common unity to 

fulfill the mission and vision of Bethesda. 

Our Board:  These men exhibit a tremendous 

self-sacrificial spirit.  The men from South 

Africa and I try to meet once a month, early 

in the morning, before their regular work 

schedule.  Those on the American side are 

also a great encouragement to Bethesda and 

have given many hours of their time to see 

that this ministry continues on. 

Our Houseparents:  Our couples are the ones 

on the front lines.  They continually face the 

demands of everyday living with a house-

full of children.  They encourage each of the 

children in their care to know God person-

ally and to serve Him faithfully.    

Our Children:  God brought each of our chil-

dren to us with a common bond; they are all 

orphans.  We are blessed and privileged to 

watch them as they grow and mature.  It is 

exciting to see them as they come to the 

knowledge and understanding of Christ, His 
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Word and what He has 

done for them. 

The Bethesda Village:  We 

are thankful for the finan-

cial gifts that have been 

supplied to construct what 

has so far been accom-

plished.  Five childcare 

homes, a school building, an administra-

tion building, and the refurbishing of the 

‘Team and Training Center.’  It is a bless-

ing as I walk the grounds and remember 

all that has gone into the start-up of the 

village.  To God be the Glory!!  As Be-

thesda continues to be developed, we 

look forward to the “rest of the story.”   

Please praise God with us in His good-

ness for all He has done in the ministry 

of Bethesda.  Your notes of encourage-

ment bring great joy to our hearts and 

refresh us as we seek to bring glory to 

God through the ministry of Bethesda. 

We are so blessed and humbled by indi-

viduals who faithfully pray and send 

generous financial gifts for the ongoing 

expenses of Bethesda Outreach Minis-

tries.  Please accept our sincere thanks 

for your partnership with us as we en-

deavor to meet the needs of orphans and 

teach them to become disciples of Christ, 

making a difference as they grow and 

mature in their world.   

Persevering with Great Joy, 

                     



To all who live in and around the Pretoria area, we would like to issue you a special invitation to join 

us at Bethesda’s Team and Training Centre on Saturday, 17 March, at 10am.  Pastor Christo Beetge of 

Brackenhurst Baptist Church will be speaking on the marriage relationship, with special emphasis on 

the unique roles that God has given to the husband and wife.   

Pastor Beetge’s current responsibilities at Brackenhurst include the provision of oversight of the fami-

lies within the church; we would like you to benefit from his experiences and biblical insights into the 

family of today.  The theme will be handled in the context of the present political situation in our coun-

try, which often encourages women to put career over and above the responsibility of caring for the 

home and family.    We are eager to have you join us for this mini-seminar. 
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An Open Invitation To You! 
 

Christo Beetge to Conduct Mini-Seminar on  17 March 

Prayer Request Update 

Please continue to be in prayer for Ayanda, our Child of the Month from Decem-

ber.  He is scheduled to undergo a skin graft on 19 March for injuries to his arm 

and shoulder that resulted from a taxi accident he was involved in just before 

Christmas.  It has been a difficult road working with the provincial hospitals as 

they keep rescheduling the surgery due to broken machinery.  Pray for Ayanda’s 

health in the meantime and that the surgery will take place as scheduled.   

Short-term Missionaries Bless our Kids 

Bethesda has been 

blessed over the past 

month by the ministry of 

short-term helpers Al 

Denny and Becky Ad-

ams.  Al will be at Be-

thesda for three months, 

and Becky for six.  Both 

have been assisting in the 

school and various other 

areas around the chil-

dren’s village.   

Al, a retired science 

teacher, has had the op-

portunity to teach crea-

tion to the children in 

Grades 4-6, helping them 

to understand the myth 

of evolution in the light 

of God’s Word.  The chil-

dren have also been en-

joying a sports program 

that he has initiated after 

school, and we enjoy see-

ing them run and jump 

around the grounds in 

their quest to become 

physically fit!   

Becky has not only been 

a great help in the school, 

but is being trained in 

the office to take over the 

bookkeeping while Be-

thesda missionary Dana 

Scott is on furlough in 

the States.  We had been 

praying for someone to 

cover this area, and are 

so thankful for Becky’s 

willingness.   

Bethesda receives many 

requests each year from 

short-termers , and we 

are so thankful for the 

interest and desire on the 

part of those who wish to 

come.  We are currently 

praying for somebody to 

fill the role of Team & 

Guest Coordinator so 

that we can accommo-

date more of the short-

term requests that come 

to us.   
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Sponsor Riaan & Andrew in the Cape Epic  

CUM Christian Bookstores, a national chain in South Africa, will be arrang-

ing for profits from some of their stock to be going to Bethesda, to help with the costs of caring for 

the children.  The dates for the campaign have changed, and it will now be taking place nearer the 
end of 2007.  Just a reminder for those of you who live in South Africa, to continue to support 

CUM books and look forward to more details on how your future purchases will benefit Bethesda.  

 

Local South African pastor Riaan Niemand and his friend Andrew Loggie will take on this daunt-

ing 900 kilometer mountain bike stage race from 24–31 March.  We are so thankful for their efforts 

as they push themselves to the limit in support of the orphans of Bethesda.  All 

of their sponsorship proceeds are going to the ministry of Bethesda, and we en-

courage you to assist in sponsoring them by giving a donation designated in 

honor of “The Cape Epic.”   For South African banking details or US online giv-

ing information, see page 4 of this update.  To read more about the race, go 

www.cape-epic.com.  

Opportunities to Partner 
 

Buy at CUM Christian Bookstores 
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From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children      

Miss Hobb’s Grades 5 & 6 classes recently did a project on African Architecture.  The children have come 

so far in their ability to read and write English, as most of them didn’t speak or understand the language 

before their placement at Bethesda.  They combined their new knowledge with some traditional 

architecture in this project.  Some samples of their work follow. 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 
Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 
in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-
rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 
the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  
That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-
phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Capital Project Needs 
   Children’s Home  

   Construction: 

      R 1,320,000 ($220,000) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

    

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

 

 

Opportunities                     Calendar of Events  

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

3 March 
      Bethesda Spinnathon,   

      sponsored by Virgin  

      Active Fitness Centres 

 
17 March 
     Mini-Seminar on  

     Marriage Relationship,  

     by Christo Beegte— 

     ALL WELCOME 

 
21 March 
     Human Rights Day—  

     office closed 

 

23 March 
     Last Day of Term 1 for  

     students at JCA 

 
 

 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 

Frans Manaka 

Dana Scott 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 

 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Moses  & Francina Mmotlana 

Frans & Salome Manaka 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Albert Nkuna 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Jacy Hobbs 

Tryphina Ledwaba 
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